
A VISIT TO  

FOR TEENS AND ADULTS

For more information regarding accessibility at the museum, contact  
accessibility@ringling.org or visit our website at ringling.org/accessibility

SOCIAL NARRATIVE

https://www.ringling.org/accessibility
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I am going to visit The Ringling. During my 
visit, I can explore a lot of different museum 
buildings as well as the grounds and gardens. 
When I first arrive at the museum, I will see 
the gatehouse. I will need to pass through the 
gatehouse to enter the museum.

After walking through the gatehouse,  
I will enter the McKay Visitors Pavilion. 
This is where I will get everything ready 
for my amazing day.

At the front desk, I will purchase a wristband, 
which I will wear on my wrist during my visit. 
This wristband shows that I am allowed to 
enter the museum buildings.  

To put on my wristband, I 
wrap it around my wrist, peel 
back the plastic backing, and 
stick the two ends together. 
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SENSORY MAP
This map can tell you more about the sensory environments you’ll find at The Ringling.  
Details on the reverse provide additional information about each venue.
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 ! Pedestrians please use  
  caution on tramways

 ACCESSIBLE ENTRANCES

 DINING 
      Picnic Area

 SHOPPING

RESTROOMS
Located in or near all venues

 FAMILY RESTROOMS

For visitors with wandering or 
elopement concerns: Please note 
that the Ringling property is not 
completely enclosed by fences or 
other barriers. The west side of the 
property abuts Sarasota bay.

BAYFRONT GARDENS
1 Dwarf Garden
2 Bolger Playspace 
3  Mable Ringling’s Rose Garden
4  Secret Garden +  

Ringling Burial Site
5  Bolger Campiello + 

Promenade
5a  Bolger Family Reflecting Pool
6 Millennium Tree Trail
7 Ellis Tea House

JOHNSON-BLALOCK 
EDUCATION CENTER
8  Art Library
9 Education Classroom

MUSEUM OF ART
10 Chao Lecture Hall (3rd floor) 
11 Chao Center for Asian Art
12 Monda Gallery
13  Searing Wing +  

Skyspace by James Turrell
14 Original 21 Galleries

MCKAY VISITORS PAVILION
15 Historic Asolo Theater
16  Kotler-Coville Glass Pavilion

KEY
 High Noise  Low Noise

 Area  Area

 Bright Area  Dim Area

 Crowded   Strong 
 Area  Smell Area

MAP KEY

In the Visitors Pavilion, I may want to stop 
at the Museum Store to get a souvenir to 
take home.

There will be security guards throughout the 
Museum. Their job is to protect the art and the 
people. If I need directions or help, I can ask a 
security guard and they will help me.

I will need to walk between the different museum 
buildings. If I need assistance, I can ask a staff 
member if a tram is available. I may have to wait a 
while before a tram can pick me up.

I might use the Museum Map or Sensory Map 
to help plan my visit. These maps will tell me 
what there is to see and do at the museum. 
The sensory map will also help me locate quiet 
areas if I need them during our visit. 

If I get hungry, I can get something to eat at 
the Wandering Chef food truck, The Ringling 
Grillroom, or Mable’s Coffee & Tea. 

https://issuu.com/theringling/docs/sensory_map-ringling?fr=sMzI4YzE4NjM4NDM
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At the Historic Circus Galleries, 
I can see circus posters and 
circus wagons. I can also look 
inside John and Mable’s personal 
train car the Wisconsin. 

The Museum of Art contains art from many 
different times and places.

When I am in the Museum of Art, I should not 
touch any of the paintings or sculptures.

At the Tibbals Learning Center, I can 
see a huge mural, a miniature circus 
model, an interactive gallery, and a 
timeline of circus history. 

The interactive gallery in the Tibbals 
Learning Center can sometimes be 
busy and loud. There are a lot of things 
to touch and explore in this gallery for 
adults and children alike. 
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Inside the Museum of Art, there are many 
different rooms with different types of art 
to look at. The museum is a quiet place for 
quiet voices, but I can talk about what I see 
and what I am curious about.

I might take a tour of the inside of Ca’ d’Zan. 
If I do, I should stay with my tour guide and 
my group. If I need a break, I can speak with 
a security guard.

I may pass by the Bolger Playspace, a 
playground in the center of The Ringling’s 
campus! There are picnic tables here if I 
would like to stop for a drink or a snack.

I might also visit Ca’ d’Zan. “Ca’ d’Zan” 
means House of John and is the house 
where John and Mable Ringling used to live. 
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Next to the Playspace is Mable Ringling’s 
Rose Garden, which is a great place for 
me to relax and enjoy the weather while 
looking at beautiful flowers.  

When I am ready to leave The Ringling,  
I will go back through the McKay Visitors 
Pavilion and through the gatehouse on 
our way out. I hope I can visit The Ringling 
again soon.


