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By the
numbers

Some of the numbers
associated with
Tibbals' project are
mind-boggling. F-4

Actual size of one
of the thousands
of plastic folding
chairs, There are
7,000 of them in
the Big Top.

The Big Top tent, with six main tent poles and action in all three rings, is the main attraction at the miniature Howard Bros. Circus at the Tibbals Learning Center at the Ringling Circus Museum in
Sarasota. The circus, which Tibbals has beeri working on for more than 50 years, is an authentic replica of the Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus from the late 1930s.
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SHOW ON EARTH

With over 44,000 pieces, Tibbals’
lifelong project is now the Ringling
Circus Museum’s newest attraction

By SUZANNE MARTA
The Dallas Morning News

ARASOTA -
through  the

Walking
miniature

"Howard Bros.” circus, it's |
hard to find a moment to |

blink. .
There's so much to see,
you'd hate to miss anything.

Leaning toward the glass-enclosed
display, Pam Hitt tried to absorb as
much as possible as each tiny scene
sparked a fond memory.

“There's the little dogs” Hitt ex-
claimed, pointing to a group of per-
forming pooches preparing for their
act. “I used to love the little dog and
horse acts.”

Forher friend, Cheryl Burnette, itwas
the trapeze artists and elephants,

“I never realized how much went on

behind the scenes,” she said, marveling
at the level of detail in the more than
44,000 meticulously placed pieces.
Howard Bros.
circus, touted as the
world’s  largest such
miniature display, is
the centerplece of the
newly opened Tibbals
Learning Center at the
John and Mable Ring-
ling Museum of Art. The
complex also includes a
circus museum.
Ir's part of a $76 million, seven-year
expansion program, which includ

T

@ new visitor center, restoration of the
historic Asolo Theater, a new art gallery
and returning of the grounds to their
original 1920s splendor.

CIRCUS continues on F-4

JIM STEM,/The John and Mable Ringling Museum of Art
What circus would be complete without the ice cream? You can almost taste
the swirly soft-serve from the Frozen Delight truck. The 3,800-square-foot
display includes everything that was involved in setting up and tearing down
the circus — more than 44,000 pieces.






